Mimetic Desire - how do we make choices?

Are you at a crossroads in life, trying to decide upon a career, a move, or
achieving a milestone?

Everyone knows that living life means making choices, but how do we make choices?
Why do we pick one thing instead of another? Rene Girard gave a simple answer, it is
called “Mimetic Desire”. We usually explain why we want something in one of two
ways. We say we want it because it suits our unique preferences or we highlight the
objective good qualities something has. Either way, we claim to choose autonomously,
in isolation from others.

While he was reading and teaching classic literature, Girard realized that the great
writers revealed a deeper layer of our psychology. Girard saw that in the classic works
there is always a model, someone the protagonist admires and wants to be like. Just as
the protagonist in a novel imitates an appealing model, we all patterned our choices on
somebody else’s example. It might be a celebrity we have never met or it could be our
best friend we have known all our lives. Girard says Man is a being who does not know
what to desire and so he looks at what others are doing to help him make up his mind.
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We want what others want because we imitate their behaviours. Instead of a direct I
want such-and-such”, our desires are triangular and derivative - “l want
such-and-such just because someone else wants it.”

Girard’s insight sheds light on financial bubbles, fashion, social media, and every
human interaction. It explains why people fight even when there is plenty to go around



and why conflicts are often worse when the stakes are smallest. When we model our
desires on those of others, we end up competing for the same jobs, the same mates,
the same real estate, and the same social status as everyone else. “What’s the
solution?” Girard said, imitation is inevitable, so we can’t just stop imitating. The most
important choice in each of our lives may not be where to go to school? What career to
pursue? Or even who to marry? It may be, who to imitate?

Make a wise choice.

gd” Get Certified.

PC AGE IT school offers computer courses that help students gain valuable IT skills and
certifications that will qualify them for a career in Networking, Cyber Security and Cloud
Computing. Request info about our computer courses, which can get you working in IT in just a
few months or help along your path to earn your degree.

You either have IT or you don’t! Check out our IT aptitude test to know for sure! You may take
this no-obligation test online or at our IT training NJ campuses.

The verdict is out. With more than 30 years’ experience, PC AGE is the most sought after IT
school NJ has to offer. Our graduates love us and have gone on to rewarding careers.
Check out their stories at https://www.pcage.edu/testimonials/.

Our IT training NJ campuses are conveniently located in:
- Jersey City (one block from PATH)
- Iselin (Metropark)
- Clifton
- Plus we are Live Online
NY residents may book an appointment to visit us at our NYC office.

We look forward to helping with your IT career questions!
admissions@pcage.edu or 888-722-4360 or Live Chat. We respond to all inquiries promptly.




